
5 Questions for Potential Trust Board Members 

 

Member Question Answer 
Arthur Walmsley How do you propose to improve club financial transparency 

and forecasting. For example increased reporting of club 
financial performance. 

Myself I would be happy to share financial results 
(subject to commercial sensitivity of course) to show 
how our money is being managed. Possibly by a 
subscription request i.e. sent to those that want to 
see it rather than post on internet. 

Rob Su Richard Sam 
Jo Kevin Good 

 1. To the Re-standing  
What have you actually achieved in the 3 years and the 
targets you set in your last manifesto did you achieve. 
 
1.a To the New standings  
 What would you look to achieve over 3 years and do you 
have the time and motivation. 
 
2. Do you believe that if we move away from SJP should we 
stay within the boundaries of Exeter if we do. 
 
3. Over the last 3 year how many games have you 
attend home and away, supporting Exeter City and do you 
feel that you fully understand the City Supporters of today. 
 
(We need to know if they are a fan of Exeter City and not just 
standing to look good on there CV.) 
 
4. In October 2020 the FA launched Leadership Diversity 
which 40 out of the 92 Clubs signed up to, Exeter did not sign 
up, if you where a Trustee would you looked to 
have signed Exeter City to the code. 
 
https://www.thefa.com/news/2020/oct/27/football-leadership-
diversity-code-launched-271020  

 
 
N/A 
 
1.a I have the time and motivation otherwise I would 
not have stood! As the saying goes ‘Rome wasn’t 
built in a day’ so it would be evolution rather than 
revolution however there are small but significant 
things that can be achieved. Seeking views of all 
fans, increasing transparency, looking at a forward 
plan etc 
2. Whilst currently I do not have an aspiration to 
move away from SJP I understand that 
circumstances could change and opportunities could 
arise. If there was to be a move away from SJP I 
would like to see ECFC stay within the (generous) 
boundaries of Exeter. Any relocation should take into 
account accessibility by foot and public transport and 
not create an out of town stadium detached from the 
city. One of SJP’s attractions (but possibly a 
drawback too) is its locations within the city. This is 
an asset as the ground serves as a reminder that we 
have a football club!  
 
3. I have attended all possible home games over the 
last three years including U21 midweek games plus a 



Member Question Answer 
 
5. Would you like to see The Trust & Exeter City Football 
Club should engage with Black Live Matter Exeter and others 
as in 20 years of the Trust ownership no Black Directors on 
Club or Trust board or higher management. 
 

number of away games; due to work this is not a 
100% but as and when am able to I do. 
4.Yes, I would have. A football club can influence 
people’s thoughts and behaviours well beyond 90 
minutes of sport. It may well also be the catalyst for 
encouraging more diversity around the club. 
5. Yes again. Football (all sport) is a great leveller 
and provides opportunities for those from less 
privileged backgrounds to progress. This should not 
be limited to playing activities but to the wider running 
of sport. I would love to see a diverse management 
team and would support wholeheartedly. 

Timothy Drewett To all candidates why have only one of you covered the 
climate change in your manifestos and do you think the trust 
and Exeter City Football Club should do more. 

It is everyone’s responsibility to protect over 
environment for the future and football clubs should 
be no different. Indeed, the influence of sport over 
people’s lives should be used to support the work to 
reduce climate change. Specifically, football stadiums 
are ideal in exploiting green technology whilst 
demonstrating the commitment. Getting to the ground 
should involve a variety of solutions however public 
transport should be encouraged. We have a railway 
station a few minutes away after all so the club 
should work with providers to encourage the use of 
public transport. 

Celia Lowman In a democratic setting such as the Trust a situation may 
arise where opinions differ before a final consensus is 
reached. How would you ensure that any personal opinions 
that you may have are not in conflict with those of the Trust 
as a whole if they occasionally differ? 

In any of the many groups that I have been or am 
members of the consensus must be taking on board. 
There will be things that sometimes you may not 
agree with however we live in a democracy and we 
should respect each other’s decisions. If we have 
strong view’s we should build a sufficiently strong   
case to ensure that our views are made. If though the 
decision is not what you may have wished for  
then I am happy to abide that decision that has been 
reached in a democratic manner. 



Member Question Answer 
 

Quinn George Elliott If the Trust/Club did not have the funds from the sale of 
players, what would they put in place to support the 
Trust/Club to generate money and support the community of 
Exeter non football or match day 

The academy has built up an enviable reputation for 
producing players who have both starred for ECFC 
and then gone on to achieve great things in higher 
divisions and even in national teams. The income 
that this has generated has allowed the club to be in 
the enviable financial position it is in today. However, 
developing players can be erratic. Not all years will 
produce young players who will go on to greater 
things so the income this generates cannot be relied 
upon solely. I believe the Trust should look at 
expanding its financial portfolio. By this I don’t mean 
investing huge amounts in fickle financial ventures 
but into more diverse areas which can also generate 
income. This could include property which could be 
used for accommodating players rather than hotels or 
working with local authorities. I realise that this is not 
a simple exercise however to ensure future financial 
security we should invest a proportion of income or 
current funds in areas which will only increase in 
value. Utilisation of current facilities should be 
encouraged however to be honest any increase 
would be marginal unless they were enhanced and 
even then I’m not sure there would be a business 
case. I would encourage a full review of what we 
currently have and how we could possibly increase 
utilisation.  

  


